Course Handout - Miss Evans 

SBI3U – Grade 11 Biology (University)

Course Description

This course furthers students’ understanding of the processes that occur in biological systems. Students will study theory and conduct investigations in the areas of biodiversity; evolution; genetic processes; the structure and function of animals; and the anatomy, growth, and function of plants. The course focuses on the theoretical aspects of the topics under study, and helps students refine skills related to scientific investigation.
Prerequisite: Science, Grade 10, Academic
Text: McGraw Hill Ryerson Biology 11 (Replacement cost $115)
Contact Information: 
Jennifer Evans, 396-9151 voicemail ext 612, jennifer_evans@bwdsb.on.ca 

If you have any questions or concerns, you can reach me at KDSS between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm most days. After that I work from home, so email is a great way to contact me.
	Topics
Diversity of Living Things (3 weeks)

· Classification
· Human/Environment Interactions
Genetic Processes (5 weeks)

· Genetic Inheritance
· Variability and Diversity
· Research and Issues

Evolution (2 weeks)

· Theory and evidence
· Principles and examples
· Hardy Weinberg equations and principles
Animals (5 weeks)
· Organs and systems
· Disorders
· Health and technology
Plants (4 weeks) 
· Anatomy, growth, function
· Variety, sustainability, ecosystems

	Evaluation Tasks
30%
Final Exam (may include lab exam)
70%
Course Work
· Test - Diversity (8%)
· Test - Plants (8%)
· Test - Evolution (3%)
· Test - Mitosis/Meiosis (3%)
· Test - Genetics (15%)
· Test - Anatomy (13%)
· Lab – Dichotomous Key (2%)
· Lab – Bacteria Drawing (1%)
· Lab – Phenotypes (1%)
· Lab - Fetal Pig Dissection (5%)
· Pedigree Assignment (8%)
· Research Project (3%)
Learning Categories
Some assignments are weighted more heavily to one category than another, which means that the percentage of mark allotted to each category fluctuates as the term progresses. In the final grade, all categories receive roughly equal weighting.
Formative & Summative Assessments:

Students have been provided with the list of assessment tasks. Based on these assignments, I will judge their ability to meet the expectations outlined in the Ontario Curriculum for Grade 11 Biology. There will be opportunities for students to practice each of these tasks before submitting their work for final evaluation.



Late Policy

· All assignments will be issued with a due date, and dues dates for major tasks will usually be determined through class discussion.

· Students are expected to plan appropriately for major assignments in order to hand them in on time.

· Students may request extensions AHEAD of deadlines. The teacher will accommodate the student's request if the reason for the extension is acceptable in the professional judgement of the teacher and does not compromise the integrity of the assignment.

· Late marks may be docked from overdue work: 5% per day. After 5 days, the teacher may assign a zero for the assignment. 

· No assignment may be handed in after marked assignments have been returned to the class.

Plagiarism Policy
Students who cheat on tests or assignments will meet with the teacher and the vice principal to determine an appropriate consequence, which depends on the severity of the situation:

· Redoing all or part of the task

· Completing an alternative task

· Mark deduction from the task

· Suspension from school

Missed Work:

Students are in charge of catching up on missed work and making time to do missed labs and activities. They should get a note buddy to collect work for them.

Classroom Requirements:

· Maintain a safe learning environment.

· Be courteous and respect others.

· Arrive on time, with all required equipment, and remain for the full period, working continually and cooperatively with a variety of partners. 

· Bring lined paper, textbook, a pen, a pencil & eraser, and coloured pencils.

· Complete all assigned work; have it available for checking or handing in at the required time.

· Catch up, promptly, on work missed when absent.

· Be prepared to write a missed test, at lunch time, after the first day back in class.

Learning Skills

Students’ work habits will be assessed separately from their marks. The following 6 learning skills will be assessed and assigned a letter grade:  Responsibility, Organization, Independent Work, Collaboration, Initiative, and Self-regulation. The possible grades assigned are: E(excellent), G(good), S(satisfactory), and N(needs improvement).

Book Policy:
· Textbooks are loaned to the students for free, but they must be returned in good condition so that we can loan them out for many years.

· Students must sign their names inside the front cover of their textbooks, and the book number is recorded.
· It is the student’s responsibility to take care of that book until he/she is asked to hand it in.

· If a student cannot return this same book, when required to do so, he/she will pay the cost of a new copy.
· Students will sign a contract at the beginning of the course indicating that they understand the policy and are willing to follow it.
